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Introductory  Statement 

The  Survey  reported  in  this  bulletin  was  authorized 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  1917,  and  placed  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Education.  The  purpose  of 
the  survey  was  to  ascertain,  in  a  general  way,  the  number 
of  feeble-minded  persons  in  the  state,  their  conditions  and 
needs,  and  to  present  the  information  thus  obtained  to  the 
members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  at  the  present  session, 
for  their  consideration  in  relation  to  making  an  increased  pro- 
vision for  the  care  and  training  of  feeble-minded  persons. 

Thru  the  aid  of  the  National  Committee  on  Provision 
for  the  Feeble-Minded,  Miss  Helen  F.  Hill,  was  secured  to 
undertake  the  work  of  the  Survey  in  March  1918,  and,  while 
the  completion  of  the  Survey  has  been  greatly  interfered 
with  by  the  epidemic  of  influenza,  we  trust  enuf  has  been 
done  to  impress  the  readers  of  this  brief  report  with  the 
urgency  of  the  situation  and  the  expediency  of  immediate 
action  on  the  part  of  the  State. 

JOHN    DIETRICH, 
MAY    TRUMPER, 
A.    L.    STONE, 

Committee    of    State    Board    of    Education 
in    charge    of    the    Survey 


State  Institution  at  Boulder 

The  Montana  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  was  opened 
November  10,  1895  in  the  town  of  Boulder.  It  is  under  the 
same  management  as  the  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  but 
occupies  entirely  separate  buildings  and  also  includes  a 
Farm  Colony. 

The  classes  of  the  feeble-minded  are  organized  with  a 
view  to  providing  all  the  academic  training  which  it  is 
possible  for  the  children  to  receive,  at  the  same  time  giving 
abundant  opportunity  for  training  through  manual  and 
vocational  direction. 

Domestic  duties  have  offered  a  varied  field  of  employ- 
ment for  both  sexes.  Entertainment  and  amusement  have 
no  small  place  in  the  life  and  development  of  the  children. 

The  older  boys  on  the  colony  have  been  well  trained 
to  render  efficient  service  in  outside  farm-work,  gardening, 
care  of  the  dairy,  poultry,  etc. 

The  plant  is  modern  and  up  to  date  in  every  way  and 
offers  excellent  training  to  118  children,  but  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  children  scattered  over  the  state  needing  the  same 
care  and  training,  which  can  only  be  obtained  thru  an 
increased    State   Provision. 


Some   of   the   Reasons    Why    Montana   Should   Increase    the 
Provision  for  the  Feeble-Minded  in   1919. 

Because — 

A  strong  humanitarian  appeal  is  made  by  this  unfortunate  group 
to   these   of   stronger   minds. 

Because — 

At  least  three  persons  in  a  thousand  are  feeble-minded.  On  this 
basis  there  are  over  2000  feeble-minded  persons  in  Montana.  The 
capacity  of  our  State  Institution  at  Boulder  is  118. 

Because — 

Statistics  from  the  most  careful  investigations  indicate  that  from 
20  to  25  per  cent  of  all  criminals  are  feeble-minded;  40  per  cent  of 
the    repeating    criminals    are    feeble-minded. 

Because — 

At  least  half  the  population  of  county  almshouses  thruout  the 
country  are  feeble-minded;  probably  50  per  cent,  at  least,  of  pro- 
fessional  prostitutes   are   are  feeble-minded. 

Because — 

Sixty-five  per  cent  of  the  feeble-mindedness  is  due  to  hereditary 
conditions. 

Because — 

Feeble-minded  and  epileptic  girls,  with  the  mentality  of  children 
of  eight  years  have  married  and  borne  children  in  Montana  during 
the  year  1918. 

Because — 

Imbecile  girls  with  their  illegitimate  babies  are  now  being  cared 
for   by   public   charities   in   Montana. 

Because — 

Parents  are  appealing  to  the  state  for  proper  provision  for  their 
feeble-minded  children.  The  waiting  list  now  numbers  over  300 
applications. 

Because — 

The  lack  of  adequate  provision  for  feeble-minded  is  the  most 
serious    and    expensive    problem   met   by   our    humane   officers. 

Because — 

The  Hospital  for  the  Insane  is  caring  for  a  large  number  of  low 
grade  defectives  who  should  be  provided  for  at  the  institution  for 
feeble-minded. 

Because — 

The  public  school  systems  of  the  state  are  being  clogged  by  chil- 
dren who  can  make  no  progress,  and  should  have  institutional  train- 
ing   and    care.     Feeble-minded    children    never   become    normal. 

Because — 

Under  proper  care  the  feeble-minded  lead  happy,  and,  many  of 
them,  useful  lives. 

Because — 

Proper   care   costs   less   than    neglect. 


Industrial   Classification 

The  Training  School,  Vin eland,  N.  J.,  gives  the  follow- 
ing classification  of  the  feeble-minded  from  the  standpoint 
of  industrial  ability: 

IDIOT — Low-Grade;    an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal   child 
under  one  year  of  age;  helpless. 
Middle-Grade;    an    adult   with   the   mentality   of   a   normal 

child  one  year  old;    feeds   self  anything. 
High-Grade;    an    adult    with    the    mentality    of    a    normal 
child  two  years  old;   eats  discriminatingly. 

IMBECILE — Low-Grade;  an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal  child 
three  or  four  years  old;    plays  a  little;   tries  to  help. 

Middle-Grade;  an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal 
child  five  years  old;   can  perioral  only  simplest  tasks. 

High-Grade;  an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal 
child  six  or  seven  years  old;  can  do  little  errands 
about  the  house;   washes  dishes,  scrubs,  etc. 

MORON  —  Low-Grade;  an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal  child 
eight  or  nine  years  old;  can  scrub,  mend,  care  for 
room,  make  beds,  etc. 

Middle-Grade;  an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal 
child  ten  years  old;   can  do  regular  work;   uses  tools. 

High-Grade;  an  adult  with  the  mentality  of  a  normal 
child  eleven  or  twelve  years  old;  can  do  complicated 
work  such  as  caring  for  animals;  uses  machinery, 
but  cannot  plan. 


Definitions 

The  Mental  Deficiency  Act  of  1913  gives  legal  definitions 
of  the  different  grades  of  mental  defect  as  follows : 

1.  Idiots:  That  is  to  say,  persons  so  deeply  defective 
in  mind  from  birth  or  from  an  early  age  as  to  be  unable  to 
guard  themselves  against  common  physical  dangers. 

2.  Imbeciles:  That  is  to  say,  persons  in  whose  case 
there  exists  from  birth  or  from  an  early  age  mental  de- 
fectiveness not  amounting  to  idiocy,  yet  so  pronounced  that 
they  are  incapable  of  managing  themselves  or  their  affairs, 
or,  in  the  case  of  children,  of  being  taught  to  do  so. 

3.  Feeble-Minded  Persons— *Morons :  That  is  to  say, 
persons  in  whose  case  there  exists  from  birth  or  from  an 
early  age  mental  defectiveness  not  amounting  to  imbecility, 
yet  so  pronounced  that  they  require  care,  supervision,  and 
control  for  their  own  protection  or  the  protection  of  others, 
or,  in  the  case  of  children,  that  they  by  reason  of  such  de- 
fectiveness appear  to  be  permanently  incapable  of  receiving 
proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  ordinary  schools. 


♦In  America  the  term  feeble-mindedness  is  applied  to  the  entire 
group  of  mentally  defective  persons.  The  word  moron  has  been  chosen 
to  designate  the  group  having  the  highest  grade  of  mentality  below 
normal. 


THE   KALLIKAK  FAMILY 


Kallikak  is  a  fictitious  name  for  a  group  of  people 
whose  history  and  heredity  have  been  carefully  studied 
and  published.  Portions  of  this  history  are  told  in  the 
pictures  and  the  charts  which  follow. 

What  is  to  prevent  the  foundling  of  a  Kallikak 
family  in  Montana — thru  some  of  the  illustrative  cases 
being  published  in  this  bulletin? 

There  are  many  feeble-minded  girls  and  women,  in 
our  own  communities,  having  no  more  protection  now 
than  Deborah  Kallikak's  great-great-great-grandmother 
had  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 


THERE  ARE  MANY  GIRLS  IN  MONTANA  NEEDING  THE  STATE'S  PROTECTION-1919 
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THE  KALLIKAK  FAMILY 

Heredity  Chart Nine  Generations 


GOOD  SIDE 

Known 

496  descendants 

All  Normal 


BAD  SIDE 
480  Paupers 

Four  fifths 

Defective 


The  Two  Families  of  Martin  Kallikak 

Lawful  Wife      „ ,   „■,   ,;,,  _&  I  A    _rLl7.        Feeble-minded 
7  normal  Girl 

Children        Fi"i  i  £"$  &  jj,  1  child 


ftftev  6  generations  the  number  of  descendants 
is  the  same  in  both  families. 


descendants— Martin    Kallikak,    and 


Illustrative  Cases  in  Montana 

Low  grade  girl  10  years  of  age.  Mother  feeble-minded.  One 
brother  at  State  Industrial  School  and  another  will  have  to  be  sent 
tbere.  One  boy  in  school  aged  10  with  mentality  of  8  years,  seems  to 
have  reached  his  limit. 

A  boy  14  years  old  lives  with  his  aged  grandparents,  who  are 
unable  to  control  the  child.  He  runs  the  streets  and  is  a  constant 
menace  and  annoyance  to  the  entire  neighborhood.  Under  suitable 
conditions  he  would  be  able  to  contribute  much  towards  his  own 
support. 

First  grade.  Three  children  from  the  same  family — ages  15,  11 
and  8  years  respectively.     No  hope  of  mental  improvement. 

Girl  21  years  old.  Spent  2  years  at  Boulder.  Now  at  home  with 
her  aged  mother.  Girl  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  family.  An  appeal 
has  been  made  to  the  Committee  on  Survey  for  some  assistance  with 
the  case. 

Application  was  made  to  Boulder  from  three  different  counties 
for  a  16  year  old  girl.  There  was  no  room  for  her.  During  the  past 
year  she  was  crossing  the  street  in  one  of  our  large  cities  when  she 
was   struck   by   an   auto   truck   and   killed. 

Girl  20  years  of  age.  Was  at  Boulder  4  years.  Has  had  one 
illigitimate  child.  Girl  is  now  at  home.  Family  do  not  seem  able  to 
control  girl. 

Little  girl  8  years  old.  Can  make  no  progress  in  the  public  schools. 
Home  not  good.     Needs  institution  care  at  once. 

Little  girl  8  years  of  age.  Father  is  in  the  State  Penitentiary. 
Mother  is  feeble-minded.  Mother  and  child  have  a  hard  struggle  to 
live.     Conditions   unfit  for   the   child. 

Girl  25  years  of  age.  Was  inmate  at  Boulder  in  1905.  Father  and 
mother  weak-minded.  Brother  and  sisters  defective.  One  sister  re- 
cently married. 

Imbecile  girl.  Was  for  some  time  an  inmate  at  Boulder.  Attends 
public  school.  Child  is  a  great  menace  to  the  little  children  in  the 
1st  grade  and  there  is  no  hope  of  advancement  for  her.  She  is  13 
years  of  age. 

Case  reported  from  two  sections  of  the  county.  Boy  10  years  of 
have  been  at  the  County  Poor  House  during  the  past  year.  When  his 
age.  Family  are  dependent  upon  county  for  support.  Boy  and  mother 
mother  was  very  ill  in  bed  he  set  the  house  on  fire  and  has  attempted 
to  do  so  at  other  times.  General  home  conditions  poor.  Child  has 
attended  school,  but  was  only  a  disturbing  element  as  he  cannot 
grasp  any  of  the  work  himself,  and  is  profane  and  untidy. 

Girl  in  public  school.  Very  defective.  Aged  14.  She  has  a  mental- 
ity of  about  8  years. 

Parents  very  anxious  to  have  boy  sent  to  institution.  Eight  other 
children  in   family  all   seem   normal. 


Defective  and  epileptic.  Oldest  girl  in  family  has  illegitimate  child 
and  is  now  a  prostitute.  One  child  is  epileptic.  Others  are  derectve. 
Mother  is  very  childish  and  irresponsible. 

Feeble-minded  woman.  Has  mentality  of  about  9  year  old  girl. 
Has  two  very  backward  children  in  school.  Woman  and  children  live 
on  the  streets. 

Idiot.  Mother  dead.  Child  very  troublesome  in  the  neighborhood. 
Family  have  tried  repeatedly  to  have  child  sent  to  Boulder.  Age 
8    years. 

Girl  18  years  of  age  with  mentality  of  8  years.  Left  Boulder. 
Now  married  to  foreigner  and  has  one  child,  at  least. 

Three  boys  attended  Special  Class.  Have  all  been  juvenile  court 
cases.  One  ran  away  to  join  navy.  All  came  from  poor  home. 
Ages,  17,  mental  age  9.  Physical  age  15,  mental  9.  Physical  age  16, 
mental  age  9. 

Boy  in  Special  Class.  Physical  age  16,  mental  age  6.  Child  can- 
not be  taken  back  to  class  next  year.     Will  live  on  the  streets. 

Imbecile.  Has  been  three  years  in  the  Special  Class.  Father  left 
family  and  the  mother  is  very  unreasonable.  Sisters  are  all  backward. 
Child  cannot  return  to  Special  Class  another  year.  Partially  deaf  as 
well    as    feeble-minded. 

Family  of  12  children.  Oldest  born  in  1903;  youngest  in  1917. 
Father  and  mother  of  weak  mentality.  Three  children,  seen  in  school, 
are  very  defective.  There  is  one  deaf  and  dumb  child  in  the  family. 
Whole  family  are  on  the  verge  of  despair  all  of  the  time. 

Sixteen  year  old  girl  in  the  2nd  grade  in  school.  Dangerous  in 
the  school  and  neighborhood.  Father  and  mother  are  of  low  mentality. 
Several  other  children  in  the  family.     Very  urgent  case. 

Children  all  backward.  Ages  of  children  are:  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  10,  12,  15 
years.  Oldest  girl  married  a  man  who  had  lived  in  the  town  only  two 
weeks.     Father  and  mother  were  willing  to  give  their  consent. 

Boy  9  years  of  age.  Mother  is  anxious  to  have  the  child  placed  at 
Boulder  as  she  fears  that  he  will  do  some  harm  to  the  other  children. 

Boy  8  years  of  age.  Simply  upsets  the  entire  school.  Can  make 
no  progress.     May  be  epileptic.     Tests  between  4  and  5  mentality. 

Boy  12  years  of  age.  In  1st  grade  in  school.  Good,  faithful  boy. 
Can  make  no  progress  in  the  grades,  but  would  do  good  industrial 
work.     Should  be  in  an  institution  at  once. 

Father,  mother  and  one  little  girl  are  all  feeble-minded.  Three 
children  recently  died.  Mother  has  no  judgment  in  the  care  of  her 
family. 

Boy  21  years  of  age.  Father  and  mother  are  of  low  mentality. 
Boy  is  too  low  grade  to  do  any  work  of  value.  Wanders  about  the 
town  asking  for  a  job  at  a  nickel  a  day.     Case  reported  to  H.  Hill. 
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Boy,  aged  25  years.  Committed  to  Boulder  on  application  of 
mother  and  brother  in  1908,  but  returned  home.  Later  was  sent  to 
Warm  Springs.  Is  back  again  running  the  streets  of  the  town.  Is 
dangerous.  Has  a  bad  temper  and  frequently  attacks  his  mother 
with  a  butcher  knife. 

Nine  year  old  boy  has  been  in  school  one  year,  but  has  learned 
only  3  or  4  words.  Does  not  hear  well.  Brother  age  15  has  a  men- 
tality of  8  years,  also,  has  a  hare-lip.  Father  is  a  hard  type  of  man 
and  is  inclined  to  be  hard  on  the  boys. 

Boy,  age  20.  Spent  one  year  at  Boulder.  Is  now  running  the 
streets  at  home.     Neglected.     Should  be  returned  to  Boulder. 

Boy  16  years  old.  Is  able  to  do  nothing  in  school.  Wanders 
about  the  room  and  talks  to  himself.  Grows  worse.  Teacher  is  unable 
to   keep   him   in   his   seat. 

Defective  girl  sent  to  an  orphanage,  as  the  case  was  very  urgent 
and  some  immediate  action  had  to  be  taken.  Brother,  defective,  is 
at  Miles  City.  Mother  died  at  Warm  Springs  1918.  Child  is  11  years 
of  age  and  is  trainable. 

Idiot  boy  age  11.  Brother  a  moron.  Sister  of  doubtful  mentality. 
Application  has  been  made  and  renewed  by  the  parents  for  the  idiotic 
child.     Home  conditions  good. 

Family  of  children  making  no  progress  in  school.  Father  and 
mother   of   low   mentality   and   ne'er-do-well   type. 

Girl  aged  14.  Parents  made  application  for  her  at  Boulder,  but 
have  so  far  been  refused  admission,  because  of  lack  of  room.  Girl 
attends  public  school.  Is  a  great  menace  to  the  little  children  in  the 
1st  grade. 

Girl  17  years  of  age  was  at  Boulder  one  year.  A  defective  brother 
is  now  at  Boulder.  Girl  is  at  home.  Mother  is  irresponsible  for  her 
care.     Father  is  a  drunkard. 

Defective  boy.  Cannot  walk.  Is  9  years  of  age.  Mother  dead. 
Sister  13  years  old,  probably  defective,  tries  to  care  for  the  family. 
Father    is    brutal   to    the    children    at   times. 

Teacher  writes  to  the  Humane  Officer  asking  that  some  attention 
be  given  a  defective  girl,  aged  14.  Is  too  defective  to  be  in  school. 
Teacher   fears   the   future   of   the   child   on   the   streets. 

Interesting,  attractive  little  girl  12  years  of  age.  Infantile  paraly- 
sis case.  Cripple  and  can  make  no  progress  in  school.  Family  are 
county  charges.  Father  a  cripple  and  worthless.  Mother  not  capable 
of  caring  for  her  children.  Home  condition  hopeless.  Mother  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  child  taken  better  care  of.  Little  girl  eager  to 
go  to  school. 

A  boy  10  years  of  age  has  been  in  school  three  years.  Tests  less 
than  5  years  mantally.  10  children  in  the  family.  The  four  other  chil- 
dren seen  in  the  school  were  decidedly  below  normal.  The  10  year  old 
boy  is  an  imbecile. 
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In  one  of  the  most  picturesque  sections  of  Montana  we 
ran  accidentally  upon  a  group  of  people  who,  we  believe, 
should  be  given  more  than  passing  notice  in  this  report,  for 
grave  social  dangers  must  center  around  the  colonization  of 
such  a  large  number  of  people  who  are  morally  and  mentally 
inferior. 

In  the  small  town  eighteen  miles  away  we  had  been  told 
of  the  eccentricities  of  these  strange  back-woodsmen,  mingled 
with  many  a  laughable  tale  connected  with  their  occasional 
visits  to  town.  Later  we  were  invited  to  take  a  trip  to  the 
community,  where  for  nearly  twenty  years  a  colony  almost 
entirely  foreign  to  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  Northwest 
has  been  developing.  On  the  southern  slope  of  the  mountain 
sides  are  the  little  cabin  homes  of  possibly  two  hundred  fifty 
people.  Years  ago  these  simple  minded  mountaineers  drifted 
from  the  mountains  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina  and  West 
Virginia  traveling  farther  and  farther  westward,  evidently 
in  search  of  the  wooded  hills  which  would  offer  the  same 
secluded  life  they  had  known  in  their  native  states.  Here 
today  they  may  be  found.  Frequently  the  little  cabins 
are  secluded  and  approachable  only  by  the  old  foot-log 
so  that  one  may  pass  by  at  closs  range  without  even  noticing 
them. 

Recently  two  schools  have  been  established  in  the  com- 
munity; this  has  brought  teachers  from  "over  yan,"  and 
has  done  much  for  the  children.  However,  there  are  con- 
ditions in  this  neighborhood  with  which  the  public  schools 
cannot  cope. 

Occasionally  a  person  of  shrewder  intellect  and  with 
some  business  ability  may  be  found,  but  on  the  whole  they 
are  degenerate  and  mentally  inferior.  They  have  no  idea 
of  thrift  or  the  property  right  of  others,  live  in  a  hand-to- 
mouth  fashion  and  are  satisfied  when  the  fruits  of  their 
occasional  labor  bring  enuf  for  the  barest  necessities  of  life, 
and  something  to  drink. 

The  inter-relationships  existing  among  them  are  a  tangle 
hard  to  unravel,  and  here  lies  the  most  serious  complexity 
of  the  situation. 

Possibly  the  story  of  Sam  Much,  who  came  as  one  of 
the  early  settlers,  will  illustrate  some  of  the  existing  condi- 
tions and  foretell  the  future  as  well  as  any. 
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Many  are  the  tales  of  Sam's  ne'er-do-well,  irresponsible 
career.  He  is  now  well  past  forty-five  and  may  be  described 
as  a  "little  lacking"  in  all  the  lines  that  go  to  make  a  vigor- 
ous, normal  man.  Let  us  visit  Sam's  home  and  see  what  has 
been  the  result  of  his  effort  at  home-making.  The  cabin  is 
on  a  barren  slope  and  is  cheerless  and  dark.  The  wife  of 
Sam,  while  more  attractive  in  appearance,  is  not  a  normal 
woman,  and  shows  many  delinquent  characteristics.  The 
oldest  son,  now  twenty-two  years  of  age,  sits  by  the  kitchen 
stove,  a  terribly  crippled,  helpless  imbecile,  having  the  men- 
tality of  a  normal  child  four  or  five  years  of  age. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  kitchen  stove  sits  his  nine- 
teen year  old  sister,  also  helpless.  This  girl  has  been  unable 
to  walk  for  about  four  years,  and  is  gradually  growing 
worse.  She  is  an  attractive  girl  with  the  mentality  of  a 
normal  child  of  eight  or  nine  years. 

Tottering  about  the  room  is  a  little  fellow  seven  years 
of  age,  who  is  also  losing  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  only  a  short  time  before  he,  too,  will  take  his 
place  by  the  kitchen  stove  for  life.  This  child  was  taken  by 
one  of  our  humane  officers  to  a  hospital  for  treatment,  but 
the  case  was  pronounced  hopeless  and  the  child  v/as  returned 
home. 

Two  sisters,  whose  ages  are  eleven  and  thirteen  years, 
are  attractive  children  but  have  reached  their  mental  level 
in  school  and  will  doubtless  soon  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
their  two  sisters,  the  older  of  whom  married  and  is  now 
living  at  home  with  her  three  small  children.  The  younger, 
now  a  little  frail  girl  of  fifteen  years,  married  two  years 
ago — her  mother  claiming  her  to  be  fifteen  at  that  time  in 
order  to  get  the  license.  The  man  whom  she  married,  a 
near  neighbor  in  the  mountain  colony,  is  of  very  low  mental 
grade,  shiftless  and  idle  and  is  acknowledged  to  be  "not  just 
right."  Their  two  years  of  married  life  has  been  an  up  hill 
struggle. 

Another  brother  of  this  man,  of  somewhat  higher  type, 
has  married  and  is  living  under  more  comfortable  condi- 
tions, but  here  again  this  marriage  has  joined  two  families 
of  doubtful  heredity;  the  girl  wife  in  this  case  has  a  sister 
who  has  been  twice  married  and  is  said  to  be  a  prostitute 
in   one   of  our  larger  cities,   while .  her  worthless,   alcoholic 


brother  has  married  a  simple  child,  who,  when  she  left 
school  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  still  in  the  third  grade. 
This  family  has  a  long  history  of  defect  and  alcoholism. 

The  above  will  serve  to  show,  we  think,  the  enormous 
problem  developing  among  these  simple  people  as  the  years 
go  by. 

Are  we  certain  that  they  will  always  be  content  to 
remain  in  their  secluded  mountain  homes?  May  they  not 
scatter  into  our  towns  and  cities  establishing  there  the 
same  undesirable  social  condition. 

The  nameless  girl  who  met  Martin  Kallikak  (See  pre- 
ceding chart)  was  doubtless  an  attractive,  simple  country 
girl. 
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What  the  Public  Schools  in  Montana  Are  Doing 

Seven  of  our  city  school  systems  have  established  Special 
Departments  or  Special  Classes  for  Backward  Children  and 
are  employing  specially  trained  teachers  with  special  equip- 
ment. They  are  Anaconda,  Butte,  Dillon,  Great  Falls,  Helena, 
Lewistown  and  Missoula. 

The  object  of  these  classes  is  to  give  highly  specialized, 
individual  training  to  the  child  who  is  slow  or  retarded — 
the  first  object  being  to  return  the  child  to  his  regular 
grade;  the  second  object  being  to  provide  manual  and  indus- 
trial training  for  the  child  who  will  be  able  to  become  self- 
supporting  along  these  lines,  but  who  fails  to  progress 
further  along  academic  lines.  Under  present  conditions, 
however,  these  classes  too  often  are  made  receptacles  for 
feebleminded  children  rather  than  valuable  clearing  houses 
for  the  public  school  system.  No  public  school  system  can 
provide  proper  custodial  care  for  feeble-minded  children. 

In  the  schools  where  no  special  classes  have  been 
established  the  problem  is  far  greater.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  children  in  this  state  who  have  been  in  the  first 
grade  six  or  eight  years.  No  argument  is  needed  to  prove 
that  this  is  a  loss  to  normal  children.  Montana  needs,  in 
connection  with  the  school  for  the  feeble-minded,  a  child 
study  expert  who  may  be  available  for  field  work  in  assist- 
ing schools  without  special  classes  to  determine  the  men- 
tality of  children  and  to  establish  special  classes,  thus  help- 
ing to  assist  with  the  progress  of  normal  children  and  at 
the  same  time  securing  suitable  training  for  sub-normal 
children. 

"Statistics  collected  in  hundreds  of  cities  in  the  United 
States  show  that  between  a  third  and  a  half  of  the  school 
children  fail  to  progress  through  the  grades  at  the  expected 
rate;  that  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent  are  retarded  two  years  or 
more;  and  that  five  to  eight  per  cent  are  retarded  at  least 
three  years.  More  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  $400,000,000 
annually  expended  in  the  United  States  for  school  instruc- 
tion is  devoted  to  re-teaching  children  what  they  have 
already  been  taught  but  have  failed  to  learn."  Terman. 

"Wherever  intelligence  tests  have  been  made  in  any 
considerable  number  in  the  schools,  they  have  shown  that 
not  far  from  two  per  cent  of  the  children  enrolled  have  a 
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grade  of  intelligence  which,  however,  long  they  live,  will 
never  develop  beyond  the  level  which  is  normal  to  the  aver- 
age eleven  or  twelve  year  old  child.  A  large  majority  of 
these  belong  to  the  Moron  group;  that  is,  their  mental 
development  will  stop  somewhere  between  the  seven-year 
and  twelve-year  level  of  intelligence,  more  often  between 
nine  and  twelve.  The  more  we  look  upon  such  children,  the 
clearer  it  becomes  that  they  must  be  looked  upon  as  real 
defectives."  Terman. 

"The  diagnosis  of  the  high  grade  feeble-minded  is,  at 
the  same  time,  the  most  important  and  most  difficult  of  all. 
It  is  the  high  grade  feeble-minded  who  constitute  the  major- 
ity; it  is  the  high  grade  feeble-minded  that  we  must  learn 
to  recognize  in  the  schools  where  they  are  confounded  with 
normals;  it  is  they  who  cause  the  greatest  difficulty  in  the 
work  of  education." — Binet. 

"At  present  statistics  do  not  justify  dogmatic  state- 
ments, but  the  indications  are  that  one  or  two  in  every 
hundred  of  the  school  population  are  intellectually  dependent; 
that  four  to  six  are  intellectually  inferior;  that  approxi- 
mately the  same  number  are  intellectually  superior;  and  that 
one  or  two  are  affective  deviates.  The  remaining  eighty- 
four  or  ninety  individuals  may  be  classed  as  normal." — 
Yerkes. 


List  of  Public   Institutions  for  the   Feeble-Minded  and   the 
Epileptic  in  the  United  States,  1916.* 

Feeble-minded  persons  with  temporary  episodes  of  insanity  are  also 
to  be  found  in  practically  all  institutions  for  the  insane,  while  in  a 
number  of  states  feeble-minded  persons  and  non-insane  epileptics  are 
committed  to  the  state  hospitals  as  "insane,"  in  the  absence  of  better 
facilities.  Both  the  feeble-minded  and  the  epileptic  are  to  be  found 
also  in  county  and  local  charitable  institutions  in  every  State.  Such 
"provision"  is  not  included  in  this  list. 

The  capacity  of  each  institution  includes  that  of  buildings  in  course 
or  erection  or  provided  for  by  legislative  enactment.  If  the  number 
of  patients  housed  exceeds  the  rated  capacity,  the  former  is  given  as 
the  capacity. 

Alabama 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic 

Alaska 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic. 

Arizona 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic. 

Arkansas 

No    public    institution    for    the    feeble-minded   or   for   the    epileptic. 

Commission  to  investigate  needs  appointed  in  1915;   investigation  under 

way.t 

California 

Sonoma  State   Home,  Eldridge,  William  J.   G.   Dawson,   M.   D.,  Medical 

Superintendent. 

Established  and  opened,  1885;  for  feeble-minded  and  epileptic; 
capacity,  1,345. 

No    separate    public    institution    for    epileptics. 

Colorado 
State  Home  and  Training  School  for  Mental  Defectives,  Arvada  (P.  O., 
Ridge),  A.   P.   Bussey,   M.   D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,   1909;    opened,   1912;    for  feeble-minded   and   epileptics; 
capacity,  81. 

No  separate  public  institution  for  epileptics. 

Connecticnt 
Connecticnt   Colony   for   Epileptics,   Mansfield   Depot,   Donald   L.   Ross, 
Superintendent. 
Established,    1909;    opened,    1913;    for    epileptics;    capacity,    96. 
Connecticut   Training   School   for   Fceble-Minded,  Lakeville,   Charles   T. 
LaMoure,  M.  D.,  Superintendent. 
Established,   1857;    opened   as    public   institution,   1913;    for   feeble- 
minded;   capacity,    550. 


♦From    "Mental    Hygiene,"    January,    1917,    by    Walter    E.    Fernald,    M.    D.. 
Superintendent,    Massachusetts    School    for    the    Feeble-minded. 
fAppropriation   made   in   1917   for   establishing   institution. 
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Delaware 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic.* 
The  state  supports  13  feeble-minded  at  the  Training  School  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children,  Elwyn,  Pennsylvania.  Commission  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate  conditions,   1916. 

District   of  Columbia 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic. 
Bill  for  public  institution  pending  in  Congress.  The  District  supports 
45  feeble-minded  at  the  Training  School  for  Feeble-minded  Children, 
Elwyn,  Pennsylvania,  and  maintains  others  in  private  institutions  in 
Virginia    and   New   Jersey. 

Florida 

No  public  institutions  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic. 
Commission  appointed  in  1915  to  investigate  needs  and  report  in 
spring  of  1917. 

Georgia 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic. 

Idaho 

Idaho  State  Sanitarium,  Nampa. 

Established,  1913;  for  both  feeble-minded  and  epileptics;  1915 
legislature  failed  to  make  appropriation  to  complete  building  partially 
erected. 

Illinois 
Illinois  Industrial  Colony  for  Improvable  Epileptics,  Dixon,  Gerald  M. 
Riordan,   Managing   Officer. 
Established,  1913;  opened,  1917;   for  epileptics. 
Lincoln  State  School  and  Colony,  Lincoln,  Thomas  H.  Leonard,  M.  D., 
Managing  Officer. 
Established    and    opened,    1865;    for    feeble-minded;    capacity,    2000. 

Indiana 
Indiana  School  for  Eeeble-Minded  Youth,  Fort  Wayne,  George  S.  Bliss, 
M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established    and    opened,    1879;    for    feeble-minded    girls    and    boys 
6   to   16   years  old   and   feeble-minded   women   16   to   46;    capacity,   1391. 
Indiana   Village   for   Epileptics,   New    Castle,   W.   C.   Van   Nuys,   M.    D., 
Superintendent. 
Established,    1905;    opened,    1907;    for    epileptics;    capacity,    420. 

Iowa 
Iowa   Institution   for    Feeble-3Iinded    Children,   Glonwood,    George   Mog- 
ridge,  M.  D.,   Superintendent. 
Established    and    opened,    1876;    for    feeble-minded;    capacity,    1500. 
State   Hospital   and    Colony   for   Epileptics,  Woodward,   N.   Nelson   Vol- 
deng,  M.  D.,   Superintendent. 
Established,  1914;    hospital  division  opened   in   1917,   colony  opened 
later;    for  epileptics;    capacity,  100  on   opening. 


•Appropriation   made    in    1917   to   establish    institution. 
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Kansas 
State   Home   for   Feeble-Minded,   Winfield,   F.    C.    Cave,   M.    D.,    Super- 
intendent. 
Established   and   opened,   1881;    for   feeble-minded;    capacity,   700. 
State    Hospital    for    Epileptics,    Parsons,    M.    L.    Perry,    M.    D.,    Super- 
intendent. 
Established  and  opened,  1903;  for  epileptics,  including  those  insane; 
capacity,  560    (220  sane  epileptics  present  January  1,  1916). 

Kentucky 
Kentucky    Institution    for    Feeble-Minded    Children,    Frankfort,    S.    L. 
Helm,    M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,    1860;     opened,    1861;     admits    feeble-minded    children 
6  to  18  years  old  who  can  be  educated  or  trained;   capacity,  400. 
No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Louisiana 

No  public  institution  for  the  feeble-minded  or  for  the  epileptic. 

Maine 
Maine  School  for  Feeble-Minded,  West  Pownal,  Carl  L.  Hedin,  M.  D., 
Superintendent. 
Established,    1907;    opened,    1908;    admits    feeble-minded    males    be- 
tween  6  and  40  years,  female  between  6   and  45  years;    capacity,  283. 
No  separate  public   institution  for  the   epileptic. 

Maryland 
Rosewood    State    Training    School,    Owings    Mills,    Frank   W.    Keating, 
M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established    and    opened,    1888;    for    feeble-minded;    capacity,    700. 
No  separate  public  institution  for  the   epileptic. 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts    School    for    Feeble-Minded,    Waltham    (Waverley    P.    O.), 
Walter   E.    Fernald,    M.    D.,    Superintendent. 

Established  and  opened,  1848;   for  feeble-minded  children;   capacity, 
1625    (including  about  300   in  colony  at  Templeton). 
Monson   State   Hospital,  Palmer,   Everett  Flood,   M.   D.,   Superintendent. 

Established,  1895;    opened,  1898;    for  epileptics  of  any  age;    insane 
epileptics   also   admitted;    capacity,   1,200. 
School  for  Feeble-Minded,  Belchertown. 

Established,  1915;    construction  not  started. 
Wrentham   State  School,  Wrentham,  George  L.   Wallace,   M.   D.,   Super- 
intendent. 

Established,   1906;    opened,   1907;    for   feeble-minded;    capacity   1200. 

Michigan 
Michigan  Farm  Colony  for  Epileptics,  Wahjamega  (Caro  P.  O.),  Robert 
L.    Dixon,   M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,    1913;    opened,    1914;    for    epileptics;    capacity,    362. 
Michigan    Home    and    Training    School,   Lapeer,      H.A.    Haynes, .  M.    D., 
Medical  Superintendent. 
Established,    1893;    opened,    1895;    for    feeble-minded    over    6    years; 
capacity,  1481. 
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Minnesota 
Minnesota   School   for   Feeble-Minded   and   Colony   for  Epileptics,  Fari- 
bault,  Superintendent    (vacancy). 
Established    and    opened,    1879;    for    feeble-minded    and    epileptics; 
capacity,   1600. 

No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Mississippi 

No    public   institution    for   the    feeble-minded    or    for    the    epileptic. 

Missouri 
Missouri   Colony   for  Feeble-Minded   and   Epileptic,   Marshall,   R.   P.   C. 
Wilson,    M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,   1889;    opened,   1901;    for   feeble-minded   and    epileptic; 
capacity,   1000. 

No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Montana 
Montana  Training   School  for  Backward  Children,  Boulder,  Herbert  J. 
Menzemer,  President. 
Opened,  1893;  for  feeble-minded  children;  capacity,  94;  school  open 
nine  months  in  the  year. 

No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Nebraska 
Xebraska  Institution   for  the   Feeble-Minded,  Beatrice,   D.   G.   Griffiths, 
M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,    1886;    opened,    1887;    for   feeble-minded;    capacity   600. 
No   separate   public   institution   for   the   epileptic. 

Nevada 

No    public    institution    for    the    feeble-minded    or    for    the    epileptic. 

New  Hampshire 
Xew    Hampshire    School    for    Feeble-Minded,    Laconia,    Benjamin    W. 
Baker,    M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,  1901;  opened,  1903;   for  feeble-minded  children;   capac- 
ity,  280. 

No   separate   public   institution   for   the   epileptic. 

New   Jersey 
New  Jersey  State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded,  Vineland,  Madeline  A. 
Hallowell,   M.   D.,   Medical   Director  and   Superintendent. 
Established  and  opened,  1888;    for  feeble-minded;    capacity,   785. 
New   Jersey    State   Village    for   Epileptics,    Skillman,    David   P.    Weeks. 
M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established    and    opened,    1898;    for    epileptics    and    feeble-minded 
males  over  21  years;    capacity,   893. 

The  state  maintains  380  feeble-minded  children,  some  entirely, 
some  partially,  in  The  Training  School  at  Vineland — a  private  insti- 
tution. 

An  appropriation  of  $15,000  was  made  by  the  legislature  of  1916 
tor  the  establishment  of  colonies  for  the  feeble-minded  on  forest  re- 
serves or  other  state  lands. 
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New   Mexico 
No    public    institution    for    the   feeble-minded   or    for    the    epileptic. 

New  York 
Craig    Colony    for    Epileptics,    Sonyea,    William    T.    Shanahan,    M.    D., 
Medical    Superintendent. 
Established,   1894;    opened,   1896;    for   epileptics;    capacity,   1470. 
Letchworth    Village,   Thiells,   Charles   S.   Little,    M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,    1907;    opened,    1911;    for    feeble-minded    and    epileptic 
of  unsound  mind,  not  insane;    capacity,  330. 

New  York  City  Children's  Hospital  and  Schools,  Randall's  Island,  W.  B. 
Cornell,  M.  D.,  Medical  Director. 

Established,  1847;  department  for  feeble-minded  organized,  1870; 
for  feeble-minded  and  epileptic  children  of  New  York  City;  capacity, 
1940. 

Rome  State  Custodial  Asylum,  Eome,  Charles  Bernstein,  M.  D.,  Super- 
intendent. 

Established,  1893;  opened,  1894;  for  feeble-minded;  capactiy,  1580. 
State  Custodial  Asylum,  Newark,  Ethan  A,  Nevin,  M.  D.,  Superintendent. 

Opened,  1878,  as  branch  of  Syracuse  Institution;  established,  1885, 
as  an  independent  asylum;  for  feeble-minded  women  of  child-bearing 
age;   capacity,  1050. 

Syracuse     State     Institution     for     Feeble-Minded     Children,     Syracuse, 
O.    Howard   Cobb,   M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established  and  opened,  1851;   for  feeble-minded  children  under  16 
years   old,    capable   of   improvement;    capacity,    607. 

North  Carolina 
Caswell  Training  School,  Hines  (Kinston,  P.  O.),  C.  B.  McNairy,  M.  D., 
Superintendent. 
Established,  1911;  opened,  1914;  for  feeble-minded  over  6  years  old; 
capacity,   200. 

State    Colony    for  Epileptics,   Raleigh,   Albert   Anderson,   M.   D.,   Super- 
intendent. 
Established,  1907;   opened,  1909;   at  present  conducted  as  a  depart- 
ment of  the   State  Hospital   for   the   Insane   at  Raleigh;    capacity,   200. 

North  Dakota 
Institution   for  Feeble-Minded,  Grafton,  A.   R.   T.   Wylie,   M.   D.,   Super- 
intendent. 
Established,    1901;    opened,    1904;    for   feeble-minded   and    epileptic; 
capacity,  263. 

No  separate  public   institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Ohio 
Institution  for  Feeble-Minded,  Columbus,  E.  J.  Emerick,  M.  D.,  Super- 
intendent. 
Established    and    opened,    1857;    for    feeble-minded;    capacity,    2200. 
Ohio    Hospital    for    Epileptics,    Gallipolis,    George    G.    Kineon,    M.    D., 
Superintendent. 
Established,    1890;    opened,    1893;    for    epileptics;    capacity,    1980. 
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Oklahoma 
Oklahoma    Institute    for    Feeble-Minded,   Enid,    W.    L.    Kendall,    M.    D.. 
Superintendent. 
Established    and    opened,    1910;    for    feeble-minded    6    to    16    years 
old,  if  over  16  maintenance  must  be  paid;    capacity,  400. 
No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Oregon 
State  Institution  for  Feeble-Minded,  Salem,  J.  N.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Super- 
intendent. 
Established,    1907;    opened,   1908;    for   feeble-minded   and   epileptic; 
capacity,  310. 

No   separate  public  institution   for  the   epileptic. 

Pennsylvania 
Eastern    Pennsylvania    State    Institution    for    the    Feeble-Minded    and 
Epileptic,  Spring  City,  Wm.  J.  Stewart,  M.  D.,  Chief  Physician. 
Established,    1903;    opened,   1905;    for   feeble-minded   and   epileptic; 
capacity,  1159. 

State    Institution    for    Feeble-Minded    of   Western    Pennsylvania,    Polk, 
J.  Morehead  Murdoch,  M.  D.,  Superintendent. 
Established,  1893;    opened,   1897;    for  feeble-minded;    capacity,   1173. 
Tillage  for  Feeble-Minded  Men  and  Women,  Glen  Iron,  Mary  M.  Wolf, 
M.   D.,    Superintendent    (Lewisburg,   Pa.) 
Established,    1913;    not    yet    opened;    for    feeble-minded    women    of 
child-bearing    age. 

The  state  maintains  700  feeble-minded  children  in  the  Training 
School  for  Feeble-Minded  Children  at  Elwyn  and  30  children  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Epileptic  Hospital  and  Colony  Farm  at  Oakbourne,  both 
private  institutions. 

The  City  of  Philadelphia  is  now  erecting  a  large  institution  for  its 
feeble-minded  at  Byberry,  a  suburb. 

Rhode  Island 
Exeter  Sebool,  Exeter    (Slocum  P.  O.),  Joseph  H.  Ladd,   M.   D.,  Super- 
intendent. 
Established,   1907;    opened,   1908;    for   feeble-minded;    capacity,    330. 
No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

South  Carolina 

Appropriation  made  in   1918   for   establishing   institution. 

South  Dakota 
State  School  and  Home  for  the  Feeble-inded,  Redfield,  J.  K.  Kutnew- 
sky,   M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,   1892;    for   feeble-minded    and   epileptic;    capacity,    303. 
No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Tennessee 

No    public    institution    for    the    feeble-minded    or    for    the    epileptic. 
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Texas 
State    Colony   for   the   Training   of   the   Feeble-Minded,   Austin,    Super- 
intendent  (vacancy). 
Established,    1915;    opened,    October,    1917. 
State  Epileptic  Colony,  Abilene,  Thomas  P.  Bass,  M.  D.,  Superintendent. 
Established,  1899;   opened,  1904;   for  epileptics;   capacity,   600. 

Utah 

No  separate  institution  for  the  epileptic   or  for  the  feeble-minded. 
Commission   appointed   in    1916   to   investigate   needs. 

"Vermont 
Vermont    State    School    for    the    Feeble-Minded,    Brandon,    Frederic    J. 
Russell,   M.    D.,    Superintendent. 
Established,    1912;    opened,    1915;    for    feeble-minded    children    5    to 
21   years   old;    capacity,   171. 

No  separate  public  institution  for  the  epileptic. 

Virginia 
Virginia  Colony  for  Feeble-Minded. 

Established,  1912;  opened,  1914;  a  department  of  the  State  Epilep- 
tic Colony  for  white  women  of  child-bearing  age;  capacity,  112.  A 
colony  for  negro  feeble-minded  was  established  in  1914  (not  yet  opened) 
as  a  department  of  the  Central  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Peters- 
burg. 

Virginia    State    Epileptic    Colony,    Madison    Heights    (near    Lynchburg), 
A.   S.   Priddy,  M.   D.,   Superintendent. 

Established,  1910;    opened,  1911;    lor  white  epileptic;   capacity,  500. 

Washington 
State    Institution    for    Feeble-Minded,    Medical    Lake,    S.    C.    Woodruff, 
Superintendent. 
Established,   1892;    for   feeble-minded   and   epileptic   children    under 
21  years  and  feeble-minded  adults  under  50  years;   capacity,  600. 
No   separate   public   institution   for   the   epileptic. 

West  Virginia 
No    separate    public    institution    for    the    feeble-minded    or    for    the 
epileptic. 

Wisconsin 
Southern    Wisconsin    Home    for    the   Feeble-Minded   and    the   Epileptic, 
Union  Grove. 
Established,  1913;    ready  for  occupancy,  January  1,   1918;    capacity, 
300  at  opening;    when  completed  capacity  will   be  1476. 
Wisconsin    Home    for    the    Feeble-Minded,    Chippewa    Falls,    Alfred    W. 
Wilmarth,  M.   D.,   Superintendent. 
Established,  1895;    opened,  1897;    for  feeble-minded;    capacity,   1160. 

Wyoming 
Wyoming  State  School  for  Defectives,  Lander,  Charles  E.  Lane,  M.  D., 
Superintendent. 
Established,   1907;    opened,  1912;    for  feeble-minded   and   epileptics; 
capacity,  100. 
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